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Mars Turns to Minerva Conference Summary

On 7 and 8 July, 2009, representatives from very different cultures encountered one another in the CRASSH conference room. Academics form the UK, Italy, Canada, US, Germany, and Pakistan, military officers from the UK, US, and the Netherlands, and defence intellectuals from the UK and US engaged with one another over the question of how academic knowledges are being mobilized for military purposes. The two days were filled with sometimes tense but always productive discussion as participants worked with a mine field of misunderstandings, misapprehensions, and mischaracterizations to arrive at a better sense of what united and what divided these very different institutional perspectives. At the conference, as more generally, the space between Mars and Minerva was generative of new types of insight, knowledges, and networks. 

The conference began with an overview of the different forms of conflict in the contemporary world and the various demands being made for knowledge about how to conduct and resolve them. It then turned to a discussion of the cultures and histories of particular locales where conflicts are occurring, before finishing the first day off with a look at the kinds of social science methods being put to use by militaries and defence establishments. The second day was taken up with two panels where academics, military and consultants reported on their experiences of using social science methodologies in the field in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere. The penultimate session reflected critically on this latest effort by the state to make academic knowledge and expertise available to the military. The conference finished with a lively wrap up session by a panel of senior officers and academics. 

The discussions begun at Cambridge will continue in April 2010 at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies at Ohio State University. Many of the Martians and Minervans who presented at CRASSH will present revised versions of their papers and positions. A selection of papers from both conferences will then be collected for publication on Hurst Publishers and Columbia University Press’ Critical War Studies Series. 

